Mr Lonp, | EDi8BURGHR, 27th March 1777. 


WE are directed by a general meeting of the Baronets of Nova Scotia to addreſs 


your Lordſhip upon a ſubject which we take the liberty to explain by the following 
facts. 


In the year 1625, King Charles I. did, by letters patent, inſtitute the order of Baro- 
nets of Nova Scotia, with a view to encourage the ſettlement of a colony in that coun- 
try. To each of theſe Baronets his Majeſty was pleaſed to make a grant of lands, along 
the ſea-coaſt or the banks of navigable rivers, the boundaries of which are particular- 
ly and minutely deſcribed in the charters which remain in the poſſeſſion of their re- 
ſpective families. Thefe grants were confirmed by act of parliament, anno 1633. 
Our anceſtors were not wanting in their endeavours to improve their new acquiſi- 
tions. But the calamities of that reign ſoon diverted their attention from that diſtant 
country, and engaged them in the general intereſts of the nation. Nova Scotia was, 
in the mean time, ſeized by the French, and remained in their poſſeſſion till the con- 
clu ſion of the peace in 1762, by which it became once more a part of the Britiſh do- 
2 


The Batonets of Nova Scotia preſume, that no preſcription of law can operate againſt 
them, while their property was forcibly with-held from them by a hoſtile nation. They 
can therefore have no doubt, that their lands have now legally reverted to them; and 
dave directed us to ſolicit your Lordſhip's countenance and affiftance, in making appli- 
cation to his Majeſty to reſtore them to thoſe rights of their anceſtors. 


The difficulty of aſſembling fo many different chimants, may have hitherto pre- 
vented a general application. And the impropriety of feparating particular preten- 
fions from the general intereſt of the order, may have hindered individuals from ad- 
vancing their particular claims. But we flatter ourſelves, your Lordſhip will not 
think a general application now too late. We aſk not for new rights; we alk only 
the poſſeſſion of rights already eſtabliſhed. We have the honour to rank ourſelves 
with thoſe fricnds of government, whoſe attachment to the laws and libertics of their 
country hath taught them zeal tor the dignity of the crown, and affection for the per- 
ſon of the Sovereign. If his Majeſty ſhould be pleaſed to reinſtate us in our anticnt 
properties, we know that the influence which might ariſe to us upon the continent of 
America, would be faithfully employed in his Majeſty's fervice, and, we flatter our- 


ſelves, might be of ſome importance in difſemirating the principles of genuine patri- 
otiſm and loyalty. 


W. 


Mr Lon, EpinBURGH, 28th March 1777. 


Tur following is a copy of a letter approved of by a meeting of the committee of 
Baronets, on the 25th Inft.- and tranſmitted to Sir William Forbes of Craigievar, 
Baronet, now in London, to be preſented to Lord George Germaine. 


The meeting recommend, it to their abſent brethren, to order the fum of two 
guineas each, to be paid to Sir William Forbes, Baronet, Banker here, towacds de- 


I have the honour to be, 
My Load, 


Your Lordſhip's molt obedient humble ſervant, 


borer barmyay 


a. 


We are aware, My Lord, of one objection which may be made to our application. 
It may have happened, that the lands deſcribed by the charters in our poſſeſſion, are, 
in ſome inſtances, now occupied by others of his Majeſty's ſubjects. In this cafe, we 
declare ourſelves willing to accept of fuch an equivalent in land, as his Majeſty, in his 
great juſtice, ſhall be pleaſed to aſſign us. 

We take the liberty to tranſmit to your Lordſhip, as exact a liſt of the Baronets of 
Nova Scotia, who are in poſſeſſion of rights to lands in that colony, as we have been able 
to obtain. May we hope that your Lordſhip will repreſent our claim to his Majeſty, 
and the grounds upon which it is founded, and do us the honour to tranſmit to us his 
Majeſty's anſwer ? 


We have the honour to be, 


Mr Lonn, 
Your Lordſhipꝰs moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervants, 


(Signed) ELPHINSTONE. 
ELIBANK. 


BANFF, 
JAMES GRANT, 


MICH. BRUCE. 


